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THE   REAL   BERNARD   SHAW

aspects of character.' It is quite in keeping with this
anomalous attitude of giving authority to foreigners, there-
fore, that we English have suffered the Irish Bernard Shaw
to settle among us and to set himself up as Public Thinker
Number One. Truth to tell, we are delighted to have
someone to think for us. We are grateful for advice, so
long as we do not have to take it.
As publicity merchant Bernard Shaw tickled the public's
palate so successfully that it kept on, and keeps on, asking
for more, although for many years past he has been in no
commercial need of limelight. It is the public's fault; we
refuse to let him retire from the publicity business; we make
him work even when he is ill, squeezing copy from his very
sick-bed. When he holidayed on the Mediterranean or by
the Italian lakes, for instance, the world's newspapers would
break out into a veritable rash of pictures of Bernard Shaw,
showing him in all kinds of postures and garments and lack
of garments. We really cannot hold Shaw responsible for
this sort of thing. At least I, for one, decline to believe
that the first thing he did on arriving at his hotel or villa
was to ring up the local Press and say: 'This is Bernard
Shaw speaking. I am swimming to-morrow. Kindly send
photographer/ The pictures appeared simply because the
ubiquitous local press photographer made it his infernal
business to be there and take them, because he and his
editor knew that you and I want them and like them and
expect them, and because Shaw, always willing to oblige,
smilingly submits. As the price of submission, however,
he insists that photographs of him shall not be haphazard
snapshots, but that each one shall be thought out and posed
with the art that conceals posing. And it is Shaw on such
occasions who does most of the thinking out and posing,
tie is, by the way, a keen and highly skilled photographer
himself, and his camera's most reluctant and elusive victim
was his wife. All these considerations, then, the reporter's
fear that he will be fired unless he gets the photographs,
Shaw's ^willingness to help a journalist colleague, and his
conviction that whatever is worth doing is worth doing
well, all these are behind Monday's picture of Bernard
Shaw Swimming Breast Stroke, behind Tuesday's of Bernard